NATSA 2011 Film Screening Schedule & Introduction

Date: June 17-18 (Fri-Sat), 2011
Frick Fine Art Building,
University of Pittsburgh
June 11, 2011

June 17, Friday
Frick Fine Art Auditorium

09:00-10:30 Formosa Plastics Group: Factories of Mass Destruction (2010)"
Chun-Chia Lo (40 minutes)
10:30-11:00 The "Missing" Village & "Give Back My Lands” (2010)*
Boom-Fong Col (20 minutes)
11:00:12:30 We Fight for Water (2009)*
Lung-Hua Chuang (56 minutes)
12:30-13:30 Ebb and Flow (2011)*
Chin-Yuan Ke (40 minutes)
13:30-15:30 Farm-O-Matic (2010)*
Yun-Ju Chen (66 minutes)
15:30-16:00 Life's Big Questions (2011)

Guan-Kai Liao (20 minutes)

" We are very sorry that this film does not have English subtitles.

June 18, Saturday
Frick Fine Art Auditorium

09:00-10:00 Formosa Plastics Group: Factories of Mass Destruction (2010)*
Chun-Chia Lo (40 minutes)
10:00-10:30 The "Missing" Village & "Give Back My Lands” (2010)*
Boom-Fong Col (20 minutes)
10:30:12:30 We Fight for Water (2009)*
Lung-Hua Chuang (56 minutes)
12:30-13:30 Ebb and Flow (2011)*
Chin-Yuan Ke (40 minutes)
13:30-15:30 Farm-O-matic (2010)*
Yun-Ju Chen (66 minutes)
15:30-16:00 Life's Big Questions (2011)

Guan-Kai Liao (20 minutes)

" We are very sorry that this film does not have English subtitles.




Film #1: Formosa Plastics Group: Factories of Mass Destruction (& & ¥ &

B + &2 % &, 2010)

Director: Chun-Chia Lo (&8 %)
Length: 40 minutes

Introduction: In 1991, the Formosa Plastics Group entered Mailiao Township in Yunlin
County to begin land reclamation and construction of the Sixth Naphtha Cracker Plant
(6-NCP). The industrial project was presented as a glorious joint effort between
capitalists and the government, but it fraudulently gained citizen support. Once it was put
into operation, there was total environmental damage: destruction of coastal and river
ecosystems, erosion of the coastline, pollution of water and air, reduction in fish stocks
vital to the fishing industry, and even an increase in cancer mortality among local
residents. Over the past 20 years, in order to keep this industry going, there has been a
complete handover of the air and land to the capitalists. The industrial zone has led to the
disappearance of Mailiao’s coastline, which was completely handed over to the private
ownership of Formosa Plastics Group. Without a coast, there is no fishing industry.

In addition, in order to meet the high energy and water demands of this polluting
industrial zone, an enormous amount of water has had to be damned up in lakes and
reservoirs. As early as the period of Japanese administration, however, this area was
evaluated as unsuitable for reservoir construction. In fact, the Zhuoshui River Basin is
located within one of the most prolific seismic zones in Taiwan. There are multiple fault
lines found within the 50 kilometers surrounding the dam site. Despite lacking an
environmental impact report, the dam went ahead with construction as initially planned.
The result is that citizen tax dollars have been used to subsidize these capitalists,
representing a complete lack of social justice. We must think reflectively about what
Taiwan or Yunlin has actually gained. As economic policy currently supports another
round of projects, investing in Formosa Plastics Group’s steelmaking plans, what price
will citizens again be asked to pay? This film painfully attempts to dissect how Formosa
Plastics Group’s enterprises continually tear apart our national territory.
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Film #2: The "Missing" Village & "Give Back My Lands” (X L E R
& BRI H/\EE, 2010)

Director: Boom-fong Col (FF3 )
Length: 20 minutes

Introduction: Since the fourth phase of land seizures began for the Central Taiwan
Science Park in Chunghua County, The "Missing Community" of Erlin Township,
located on Tai-ping Lu ("Peacefulness Road" in Mandarin), is no longer peaceful. The
director provides a deep critique of the state violence of land seizure in the name of
public interest. Disregarding the disapproval of Erlin’s citizens, the state destroyed the
homes these people built with great effort. This documentary depicts the story of
townspeople fighting against land-reclamation by recording their attitudes towards land
seizure and their own protest. The "Give Back My Land No. 8" is a music video that was
often heard at every protest from 2010 to 2011, which was the peak of the government’s
land seizures.
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Film #3: We Fight for Water (3 {9 & & R 1 B, 2009)

Director: Lung-Hua Chuang (FE&R &)
Length: 56 minutes

Introduction: The Yong-Yang Landfill is planned to be established in a former water
preservation area. The Landfill “passed” an environmental impact report in 2001 only
because of false information provided by the developers, and the impropriety of the local
government. Although the water preservation area no longer exists, the Landfill is still
closely located to Ushantou Reservoir. Local people and environmental organizations are
greatly concerned about water safety once the Landfill starts to function. Starting in 2002
the people of Lingnan Village have fought against the mistakes of the environmental
assessment. However, despite its unlawful foundation, the construction is still “legal” in
form and the Government of Tainan County has yet to withdraw ex officio the
construction license.. In order to please the Landfill owners and certain city councilors,
the Government of Tainan County has risked the water safety of the whole country.
Eight years later, the people of Lingnan Village have been defeated but come back again.
The fight continues.
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Film #4: Ebb and Flow (J&#, 2011)

Director: Chin-yuan Ke (& R)
Length: 40 minutes

Introduction: When it comes to understanding Taiwanese environmental movements in
the twenty-first century, the movement against the Kuokuang Petrochemical Project
cannot be neglected. The Kuokuang Petrochemical Technology Corporation proposed to
build a new plant in a wetland along the coastal area of Dacheng Township in Changhua
County. Director Ke Chin-yuan spent three years filming Ebb and Flow, recording the
local people’s life stories, and the beauty of the wetland in Dacheng. Ebb and Flow
shows the history of the wetland in Dacheng by depicting the residents’ life of labor and
love of the land. The life of the wetland is embodied by the rhythms of the people’s lives
presented in the film.
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Film #5: Farm-O-Matic (H: & % R # ##1, 2010)

Director: Yun-Ju Chen (FREE0)
Length: 66 minutes

Introduction: The suburban farm village in Beigang, Yunling had been a peaceful town
until the leather factories intruded in about two years ago. These factories were known to
be polluters, but the residents lacked the information kept in the factories’ records.
Starting in May, 2009, residents smelled strong foul odors billowing from the factories
and saw waste water discharging into the local drainage. Forced by the unbearable



situation, the residents assembled a self-help group that is currently roaring and fighting
for their homeland. This documentary not only records farm life in Yunlin, but also
reveals the difficulties and issues facing grassroots civil movements.
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Film #6: Life's Big Questions (1R & & =R, 2011)

Director: Guan-Kai Liao (B 8)
Length: 20 minutes

Introduction: If we were to try to write a history of land and social movements in Taiwan,
the Miaoli Dapu Incident of 2010 would be a milestone. The Dapu Incident revealed the
government’s violence in taking farmers’ land to build a science park without taking the
farmers’ properties, memories or even their lives into consideration. The incident is a
stain on the status of land justice in Taiwan. Life’s Big Questions shows Taiwan’s
environmental movements since the Dapu Incident. It claims that land belongs to the
people and cannot be taken away by the government without due process.

RN REEREEN T R EEBDNER , BE 2010 FHHEHE
ERERIN. REBHMET ERARYRLBBRFZNNT , 3H 2010
F 717 QEBITETD , BEAMENERIHER—F, BEIEENE—HBTH
RHEEMAEE RS AR LS EREER. T TRBERAULFETR
B, Tt BRE—EAR !



